
To have a good private school, 

an institution must have strong 

teachers.  However, to have an 

excellent school whose stu-
dents can compete on an inter-

national stage, these teachers 

must be able to give their stu-

dents a wider, global perspec-
tive, and push them out of their 

safer, provincial spheres.  One 

way to achieve this growth is to 

have teachers and administra-
tors who not only have stories 

to tell, but also have the kind of 

experience that will inspire 

their charge to reach for more.   

At Fountain International 

School, we are lucky to have 
our new elementary director 

Yusuf Ozdemir, who under-

stands the importance of bridg-

ing gaps between students, 
cultures, even countries 

through language.  While he is 

not new to the school, having 

been the director of FIS-
Santolan from 2006-2008, he 

might be a fresh face to par-

ents and students here at An-

napolis. 

Mr. Ozdemir was born and 

raised in Giresun City, Turkey, 
before going to Russia to pur-

sue his undergraduate degree. 

He majored in English and also 

studied Latin and French.  For 

three years after graduation, he 
stayed in Russia where he 

worked as an administrator.  To 

go from college to administrator 

while only in his 20’s is no small 
feat for anyone, and his achieve-

ments made the ICAD Founda-

tion sit up and notice. FIS-

Integrative Center for Altenative 
Development  invited him to 

work in the Philippines as direc-

tor of FIS-Santolan in October of 

2003.  For the next two years, 
he worked closely with almost 

every detail of the school, from 

the tangible, such as the physi-

cal plant itself to the more theo-
retical like the curriculum to the 

abstract, such as the school’s 

visions and goals.  Of his goals 

for FIS, he says that whatever 
the school has in place now, can 

be made better.  For him, 

change and flexibility are neces-

sary to keep up with the growing 

population and the its demands. 

Director Ozdemir  wants to en-
hance the relationship between 

the parents and the school to 

develop a stronger community. 

He further believes that in a 

diverse array of students with 

various abilities, this sense of 

connectedness is vital for the 

students’ development.  

While certainly not easy to live,  
work, and study for his MA  

amid the hustle and bustle of 

Manila, Mr. Ozdemir says that 

the Filipino people’s politeness 
and warmth have made the 

transition and his life here more 

comfortable. 
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  Notes from the Schoolyard: 
Special  Dates to  Remember: 

¶ Au gust 23: FIS will be featured at 

GMA-Ch 7– 9:00A M,”Lovely Day”  

¶ Au gust. 25 :National Heroes’ Day. 

Enjoy your long weekend. 

¶ Au gust 29 : “Buwan ng Wika” Stu-

dents’ Activity 

¶ .Septe mber 4: Parents,Teachers 

and Students’ Conference 

¶ September 5 : 1st Semester Field 

Trip for Grades 4-6 

 

Birthday Greetings  born on Au gust 23-

September 5. 

Daisuke Muramatsu, Mohammad 

Yusoph Tabao, Navya Zulfaa Uto mo, 

Mohammad A min Boratong, Ma. Isa-

belle Biance Ayson, Nurgu l Kilic ,Ralph 

Adrian, and Silverio Alarcio. 

Belated greetings to Volt  Anton Chua  

who turned 7 years old on  August  13 

 

In the first  issue  of this newsletter,  

we  reported on Santolan students 
Royce Pacibe and  Rafi Dimakuta 

winning two gold and  one bronze 

medals in Physics international 
competitions in Turkey, Bosnia 

Herzegovina and  Georgia.  These 

students won gold medals with 

their “crystal radio   in  the Th ird 

Young Inventors Physics Project 
Olympiad in  Sarajvo  and in  the 

Second International  Co mpetition 

in Tbil isi,  Georgia .  They also won a  
bronze medal in the First  Yunepo 

Yunis Emre In vitation for Love and 

Peace Internationl Project Oly mpiad 

in Eskisehir , Turkey. 

A week ago, Senator Manny Villar , 

on behalf of the Phil ippine Senate, 

commen ded them for brin ging 
honor to our school and our  coun-

try. 

Discovered a tune 

Flipped pictures 

Shopped for gifts Watchied a movie 

Strolled at malls 

Posed  for a shot 

FIS official and students with  

Sen. Manny Villar at the Senate House 


